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Welcome to our 2021 
Annual Report 

Introduction from 
Canon Simon Butler

2021 was a year of recovering and revisioning. The Covid-19 pandemic continued to run its 
course through the parish and our church life. St Mary’s was fortunate not to lose any of its 
members to the virus, and managed to maintain a positive outlook throughout, returning to 
many activities and much-loved events as soon as possible. I have been privileged to lead the 
church through such testing times,

Much of that is reflected in what you will read in this Annual Report, which provides a 
snapshot of the work we have been doing both within the church and in the wider community. 

In last year’s report I reflected on the need to go at a gentle and prayerful pace and to give 
time to recover and adjust. You will find more of that reported on in this account of the past 
year at St Mary’s. We continue to learn what we are capable of as a church, under God, and 
how our church can be a place and community of love and acceptance.

A few weeks ago, I was asked what the tradition of St Mary’s is by a colleague. We are neither 
‘high’, nor ‘low’, neither ‘conservative’ or ‘radical’, so putting a label to St Mary’s presented a 
challenge. It came as something of a revelation to me to find myself saying that our tradition 
was ‘hospitality’. Perhaps that is the best place for a neighbourhood Church in 21st Century 
London to position itself: welcome, inclusion, hospitality.

That hospitality has extended a welcome to many new faces at our church, and we welcome 
each and every one who has joined St Mary’s in the past year. That, of course, includes my new 
colleague, Reverend Joe Moore, whose placement with us in 2021 extended into a formal 
completion of curacy at the end of the year. Joe has won the affection of St Mary’s in the short 
time he has been with us, and together with Reverend Aaron Kennedy, I think we make a well-
balanced and strong team.

That team of course is augmented by senior lay leaders and I particularly want to pay tribute to 
Harry Panagos, our new Church Manager, who has provided energy and dedication to his work 
in 2021. And, naturally, this is the right place to say an enormous thank-you to Sheila Boothe, 
who stands down as Vicar’s Warden at the Annual Meeting. Sheila has been something of a 
quiet trailblazer, the first Warden of Global Majority Heritage in the history of the church, and 
a source of quiet wisdom and non-nonsense ‘getting on with it’ support. We shall miss her a 
great deal.

I commend this Annual Report to your study and consideration.























































Annex A

THE ANNUAL VESTRY MEETING AND PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING 2022

AGENDA

The Meeting will be held on Sunday 24th April 2022 after the Parish 

Eucharist.

The Annual Vestry Meeting 2022

1. Apologies for Absence
2. Minutes of the Meeting held on 25th April 2021 & Matters Arising.
3. Any Other Business

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting

1. Apologies for Absence
2. Minutes of the Meeting held on 25th April 2021 & Matters Arising.
3. Election of up to Two Members of Battersea Deanery Synod
4. Election of Two Members of the Parochial Church Council
5. Annual Report of the Parochial Church Council 2021
6. Financial Statements for the Year Ending 31st December 2021.
7. Appointment of Independent Examiner 2021
8. Church Wardens’ Report on Fabric, Goods & Ornaments of the Church
9. Report of the Battersea Deanery Synod
10. Electoral Roll Officer’s Report
11. Matters Raised by Parishioners: Parishioners are invited to raise any matter of 

concern or interest that they would like the Parochial Church Council to consider.
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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL VESTRY MEETING AND PAROCHIAL CHURCH 
MEETING OF ST. MARY’S  BATTERSEA

SUNDAY, 25th APRIL 2021 AT 12.30 P.M

Present: The Vicar and 39 Members of the PCC and Parish Church

The Annual Vestry Meeting 2021

1. Minutes of the 2020 Meeting (Held over owing to the Covid-19 Pandemic)
The Minutes of the meeting held on Sunday 25 April, 2021 were approved. Proposed: 
Carol Brindle. Seconded: Leslie Spatt.

2. Election of Church Wardens

People’s Warden: Chris Moxey had decided to stand down Stuart McAlpine was 
elected. twas re-elected as People’s Warden. Proposed: Debbie Apostolides; Seconded: 
Sue Whitley. The Vicar thanked Chris for his service and the meeting offered its thanks.

Vicar’s Warden: Sheila Boothe expressed a willingness to serve for a further term. This 
was met with acclaim.

SB extended gratitude to the Wardens for their efforts and contribution over the past 
year especially during the challenges of the pandemic.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 12.35 p.m.
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The Annual Parochial Church Meeting 2021

1. Apologies for Absence
As detailed above.

2. Minutes of the last meeting

These were presented and were received as an accurate record of proceedings with 
no matters arising. Proposed: Carol Brindle. Seconded: Jenny Scott-Thompson.

3. Election of up to Four Members to the Battersea Deanery Synod

The following were elected:
Libby Bradshaw 
Michelle Griffiths 
Jenny Scott-Thompson

Election of up to Five Members of the Parochial Church Council

The following were elected:
Peter Bacon
Sue Crace
Dan Garrigan
Evalyn Lee
Jazz Wilson

5. The Annual Report of the Parochial Church Council 2020

The report was presented to the meeting and approved. 

6. Financial Statements for the Year Ending 31st December 2020

Richard Cross (Honorary Treasurer) presented his report. He reported stability in 
our financial situation, with a small surplus in 2020, and giving increased 
significantly. 
The PCC had approved a new investment plan involving the purchase of a new 
investment property in Winfield House and cash investment in a global equity 
portfolio.
Outsourcing of accountancy and finance had taken place during the year and 
various improvements to financial controls and accountancy had taken place.
The adoption of both the Accounts was proposed and agreed by all present.
A vote of thanks was offered to Richard for his work as Treasurer in the past year.

7. Appointment of Independent Examiner 2018:
Roz Massouras proposed the reappointment of Michael Bailey as Independent 
Examiner for a further year.
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The Annual Parochial Church Meeting, Continued…
8. Churchwarden’s Report on Fabric, Goods and Ornaments:

Robert Cooles, Fabric Officer, presented his report on behalf of the Wardens.The
report on Fabric, Goods and Ornaments was approved by all present.

9. Report on the Business of Battersea Deanery Synod:
Libby Bradshaw presented this report which was approved. 

10. Report on the Electoral Roll: Felicity Brindle reported the number on the roll as 
179. This was thought to be a ‘soft’ number owing to the challenges of the 
pandemic in getting people to join the Electoral Roll

11. Matters Raised by Parishioners:

Car Parking: Sarah Bryant raised the question of car parking in the churchyard and 
whether consideration could be given to providing marked spaces. The Vicar 
responded by saying that this matter would be addressed when the mooring 
scheme was built, after which barge owners would have dedicated parking spaces. 
It was agreed to look at a marked  bay for wheelchair users
Handrails for the Infirm: This matter was raised again and it was noted that a full 
access audit was being commissioned by a Working Group who were already 
working on proposals.
Sarah Macnab observed that the “Who’s Who” board had not been updated for 
some time and that it was important that church members knew who was serving 
in key roles, especially on the PCC. It was hoped that this could be actioned after 
the election of the new PCC.
Libby Bradshaw noted that it was not clear who had stood down from the PCC. 
Those standing down were: Matthew guest, Rex Wickham, Richard Wilkinson, 
Chris Moxey. A vote of thanks was offered

12. The Meeting closed at 1.10 pm with the saying of The Grace.



Church Wardens’ Report on the Fabric Goods & Ornaments of the Church

The year to March 2022 has been thankfully and blessedly rather more ‘normal’ in terms of in 
person attendance at church for which we can all give thanks.

This has allowed the Fabric Working Group to advance a number of projects which had to be 
delayed because of the effects of the pandemic. Parishioners may recall that a disability 
Access Audit report was commissioned some time ago to highlight areas of the fabric of the 
Church and Churchyard which required adjustment or improvement to assist those with 
disabilities or mobility challenges. 

The report was comprehensive and detailed and a small working group was formed to provide 
recommendations to the Fabric Working Group. Alongside minor works, some of which have 
been completed, the following were deemed to be the priorities:

• The Portico. An issue with the step levels on the main (front) staircase to the portico was 
identified. The tapering bottom step needs attention in that it is simply too narrow to be 
properly used. After considering various options, the preferred solution is to extend the 
tapering bottom step outwards to make it equal in width to the other steps, subject to 
space remaining for safe vehicular access.  Secondly, a decision has been made to 
extend the platform level north of the Portico so as to remove the step down on that side. 
The Church Council has approved both these measure and detailed drawings have been 
submitted by our architects which have also been approved. Faculty will now be applied 
for. Lastly, the Council further resolved that once these works had been completed, the 
entire Portico would be redecorated using fully breathable materials.

• Steps into the Chancel and Sanctuary. A decision has been taken to install wrought iron 
handrails so that those with reduced mobility have something to hold onto in order to 
climb the steps. Drawings have been prepared by our architects proposing to install a 
handle on the reading desk at either side of the entrance to the Chancel and a separate 
knob on each choir stall. The drawings have been approved and faculty is in the process 
of being applied for.

• Wheelchair ramp to access Chancel. The Council has approved the purchase of a 
portable wheelchair ramp to facilitate easier access into the Chancel for wheelchair 
users.

In addition to the above, we have experienced some minor water ingress from the portico roof. 
There’s a hidden parapet gutter and downpipe that has become blocked with bird droppings. 
Some repointing needs doing and our contractor also needs to take a closer look at some of 
the flashings. In future, these hidden portico gutters and the roof of the portico will need 
clearing a couple of times a year.

After a recent Central London County Court hearing, the Port of London Authority obtained an 
order against the owner of ‘Landrail’ requiring the removal of the barge from the moorings. 
There is a possibility of an appeal although we have yet to be notified that this has been 
lodged. Our current expectation is that the long awaited development of the moorings will 
commence in 2023.

Grateful thanks are due to all those who care for the fabric of our wonderful building and the 
surrounding churchyard. Since her illness last year, Sue Lucas has been sorely missed both in 
general and, in particular, by the churchyard and we very much hope to see Sue back ‘in situ’ 
before too much longer.

The goods and ornaments of the Church are unchanged and we look forward to the 
Archdeacon’s visit for inspection purposes during the week after Holy Week.

Stuart McAlpine (Peoples’ Warden and Chair of the Fabric Working Group)
Sheila Booth (Vicar’s Warden)
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Report on the Work of Battersea Deanery Synod

The Deanery Synod met three times, with lot of other deanery activity, fresh elections of 
deanery synod representatives at this year’s annual meetings, followed by elections to 
Diocesan Synod and to the General Synod. 

There was also a deanery study group on the Church of England’s ‘Living in Love and Faith 
(LLF)’ programme, which offered a chance to think together about questions of identity, 
sexuality, relationships and marriage.

The First Deanery Synod meeting on 24th February took place virtually by Zoom. 
The main item was a presentation by Nicola Thomas, recently appointed as head of the JPIC 
(Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation) department of Southwark Diocese. Contributions 
from Synod members encouraged us to think about what it would mean to become an eco-
Deanery. There was news about financial support from churches to the two church schools in 
the Deanery as well as sad news about the death of Fr Iain Young, priest at The Ascension, 
Lavender Hill, since 2009.

Elections to Diocesan Synod took place during June and the three places for Battersea laity 
were filled unopposed by Vasantha Gnanadoss (All Saints), Claire Goddard (St Luke’s) and 
Leslie Spatt (St Mary’s).

The Second Deanery Synod meeting on 1st July took the form of a Garden Party hosted by the 
Revd Tif Ewins at St Michael’s Vicarage, with the theme of HOPE ONLY COMES FROM ACTION. 
The guest speakers were from the Wandsworth Chapter of Extinction Rebellion. We had invited 
XR Wandsworth to say whatever they felt needed to be said to the local church. Music was 
provided by the St Michaels Community Gospel Choir. They brought lightness and joy as well 
as songs to help with prayer and reflection as the seriousness of the climate emergency came 
home to us. The food was provided by Hadas Hagos of Waste Not Want Battersea. It was 
delicious and provided more insight into our climate emergency as Hadas cooks using good in 
date food that has been discarded at market and would otherwise be in landfill. Our guests 
from XR Wandsworth, Joe Taylor and Pat Sharpe, spoke with skill, knowledge, sensitivity, and 
openness, about the climate emergency and their journey into climate activism. Pat is a 
teacher who found herself racked with anxiety about the climate crisis, and Joe a parent who 
felt thrust into XR by the scale of the problem and the inaction of political leaders.

After their presentations Joe and Pat took questions ranging from their thoughts on 
deforestation, to the future of steam railways, big oil companies’ activities in Nigeria, to the 
place of citizens assemblies. Striking to many was the ordinariness of Joe and Pat. Some 
admitted to having arrived with preconceived ideas as to what an XR member would be like 
and found in Joe and Pat people ‘just like us.’ There was a sense of welcome at the event with 
every question and comment handled with seriousness and respect. This in turn was met with 
active engaged listening on behalf of the Deanery members.

Joe Taylor claimed a number of times to have little knowledge of Jesus, but his words 
demonstrated an understanding of the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ who is with 
those who are evicted from their land, those who are afraid for their livelihoods and 
communities, and those who are among the world’s poorest. The climate emergency is already 
upon just such as those. XR Wandsworth gave us an invitation to join in and act in solidarity 
with them and with those at the sharp end of the climate emergency. As Joe didn’t quite say, 
what would Jesus do?

In September and early October The Deanery held a five week discussion group on ‘Living in 
Love and Faith (LLF)’  meeting at St Barnabas on five Thursday evenings. Nine people took part, 
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Report on the Work of Battersea Deanery Synod Continued…

from All Saints, St Barnabas, St Mary’s, St Mark's, St Michael’s and St Peter.’s. Using the 
resources produced but the Church of England, the course was led by the Area Dean, Richard 
Taylor. Living in Love and Faith (LLF) is a Church of England programme about identity, 
sexuality, relationships and marriage. The national LLF course was structured in five sessions: 
Learning Together, Identity, Relationships, Sex, and Life Together. At each session we viewed 
video material appropriate to the theme for that evening, chosen from the library of LLF 
resources.  The LLF resources, including 16 personal stories, (www.churchofengland.org/LLF).

Participants learning from the course included an awareness that:
 Everyone had had a powerful personal story to tell. It had been inspiring to listen to these 

stories.
 The group had been diverse in terms of gender, age, ethnicity and churchmanship. 

Everyone had been able to speak with integrity.
 It had been a safe space. It was clear we had different perspectives and backgrounds.  

We all loved Jesus and this was a practical example of our faith. We came away 
spiritually richer and closer.

The third Deanery Synod meeting on 21st October was held in St Mary’s and focused on 
reports for the year and an evening reflecting on the past year. Reports where given on:

 The Garden party, HOPE ONLY COMES FROM ACTION.
 The Living in Love and Faith (LLF) course
 Battersea Welcomes Refugees: Four Syrian families had been housed and given 

continuous support.  BWR was now looking to work with Afghan refugees.
 Support for schools: The two church schools had received £2,500 each.
 Nine Elms Arts Ministry: Leighton presented a report by Betsy.
 Nine Elms on the South Bank: Leighton gave a report.
 Deanery Synod: Vasantha gave a report.
 Diocesan Synod: Leslie gave a report

Themes identified for future meetings were:

 Sharing experiences as an eco church
 Mental health
 Learning about the history and heritage of Battersea churches based on our architectural 

heritage.
 The Anti-Racism Charter.

Good news stories were shared, of people now returning to church after Covid, and enjoying 
being back in person.

There remain two places available for members of St Mary’s who may be inspired to join 
Battersea Deanery Synod. Nomination papers are available at the back of the church

Michelle Griffiths

Electoral Roll Officer’s Report

The Electoral Roll stands at 172. 16 names were removed from the Roll at the time of
revision and 17 names were added. This represents an increase of 1 since the 2021 Report.

Harry Panagos, Electoral Roll Officer
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http://www.churchofengland.org/LLF

