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Keeping in Touch with St Mary’s 
Simon Butler, Vicar: vicar@stmarysbattersea.org.uk 

Aaron Kennedy, Associate Vicar: aaron@stmarysattersea.org.uk 
David Britten, Parish Manager: david@stmarysbattersea.org.uk 

 
Receive St Mary’s e-newsletter in your inbox every week. 

Subscribe at stmarysbattersea.org.uk/newsletters 
 
 

Giving to St Mary’s 
 

We have recently launched our online giving facility at St Mary’s via Give a Little. 

This means that you can now give in a number of ways. 

 

Online via this link or the QR code below: https://bit.ly/SMBRegular2021 

 
 

Via the Contactless Giving Machine available at the back of the church. 
 

Via the Yellow Gift Aid Envelope in the order of service or available at the back 

of the church. Please complete all the details on the front of the envelope. 
 

Via the Cash Collection during the service. 

 

You can also set up a Standing Order. Our bank details are: Battersea Parish 

Church PCC, Sort Code 502101, Account Number: 82127468 
 

Copyright Information for Hymns and Songs: 
CCL Licence 123771 & OneLicence A-631768  

Welcome to St Mary’s. This service is taking 
place online only, with the encouragement to 
those who wish to worship in person to 
attend one of the smaller services across the 
week. This is to minimise the unnecessary 
interaction between us, while permitting us 
to gather in as safe a manner as possible for 
those who want to or who need to worship 
in person. 
 
 

Simon Butler, Vicar of St Mary’s 
 
 

mailto:david@stmarysbattersea.org.uk
https://bit.ly/SMBRegular2021


 

A quiet voluntary is played as we gather for worship. 
 

We prepare ourselves. 
 

Reverend Aaron Kennedy leads us in worship and welcomes us.   
 

Poem 
 

The Pursuite by Henry Vaughan 
 

LORD! what a busy, restless thing 
                   Hast Thou made man ! 
        Each day and hour he is on wing, 
                   Rests not a span ; 
        Then having lost the sun and light, 
                   By clouds surpris'd, 
        He keeps a commerce in the night 
                   With air disguis'd. 
        Hadst Thou given to this active dust 
                   A state untir'd, 
        The lost son had not left the husk, 
                   Nor home desir'd. 
        That was Thy secret, and it is 
                   Thy mercy too ; 
        For when all fails to bring to bliss, 
                   Then this must do. 
Ah, Lord ! and what a purchase will that be, 
To take us sick, that sound would not take Thee ! 

 
 

Hymn 
 

1. Forty days and forty nights 
thou wast fasting in the wild; 
forty days and forty nights 
tempted and yet undefiled. 
 

2. Sunbeams scorching all the day; 
chilly dew-drops nightly shed; 
prowling beasts about thy way; 
stones thy pillow, earth thy bed. 
 

3. Shall not we thy sorrows share, 
and from earthly joys abstain, 
fasting with unceasing prayer, 
glad with thee to suffer pain? 

4. And if Satan, vexing sore, 
flesh or spirit should assail, 
thou, his vanquisher before 
grant we may not faint nor fail. 
 

5. So shall we have peace divine; 
holier gladness ours shall be; 
round us too shall angels shine, 
such as ministered to thee. 
 

6. Keep, O keep us, Saviour dear, 
ever constant by thy side; 
that with thee we may appear 
at the eternal Eastertide. 

 

George Hunt Smyttan (1822-1870),  Francis Pott (1832-1909) 
 



 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven, 
whose sin is covered. 
Happy are those to whom the Lord imputes no iniquity 
and in whose spirit there is no deceit. 
While I kept silence, my body wasted away through my groaning all day long. 
Then I acknowledged my sin to you, 
and I did not hide my iniquity. 
I said, ‘I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,’ 
and you forgave the guilt of my sin.      

(Ps. 32:1-3, 5) 
 

Opening Prayer 
 

Lord God,  
as we begin our journey through Lent,  
give us the desire to seek first your Kingdom,  
the honesty to admit our failings,  
and the humility to receive your forgiveness,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Confession 

 
Hear the commandments which God has given to his people, and examine your 
hearts. 
 
I am the Lord your God: 
you shall have no other gods but me … 
You shall not make for yourself any idol … 
You shall not dishonour the name of the Lord your God … 
Remember the Sabbath and keep it holy … 
Honour your father and your mother … 
You shall not commit murder … 
You shall not commit adultery … 
You shall not steal … 
You shall not bear false witness against your neighbour … 
You shall not covet anything which belongs to your neighbour. 
Amen. Lord, have mercy upon us and write all these your laws in our hearts. 
 
In a moment of honest reflection, 
let us confess to God our failure to keep these commandments … 
  



 

May Almighty God have mercy on us, 
forgive us our sins, 
and bring us to everlasting life, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Hymn of Praise 
 

1. This day God gives me 

strength of high heaven, 

sun and moon shining, 

flame in my hearth, 

flashing of lightning, 

wind in its swiftness, 

deeps of the ocean, 

firmness of earth.  
 

2. This day God sends me 

strength to sustain me, 

might to uphold me, 

wisdom as guide. 

Your eyes are watchful; 

your ears are listening; 

your lips are speaking; 

friend at my side.  

3. God's way is my way; 

God's shield is round me; 

God's host defends me, 

saving from ill. 

Angels of heaven, 

drive from me always 

all that would harm me, 

stand by me still.  
 

4. Rising, I thank you, 

mighty and strong One, 

King of creation,  

Giver of rest, 

firmly confessing 

Threeness of Persons, 

Oneness of Godhead, 

Trinity blest. 
 

St Patrick's Breastplate (8th cent.),  
adpt James Quinn (1919-2010) © OCP Publications 

 

Collect 
 

Let us pray …          (silent prayer) 
 

Almighty God, 
whose Son Jesus Christ fasted forty days in the wilderness, 
and was tempted as we are, yet without sin: 
give us grace to discipline ourselves in obedience to your Spirit; 
and, as you know our weakness, 
so may we know your power to save; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

 

  



 

The Word of God in Scripture 
 

First Reading: Deuteronomy 26:1-11 

Read by Kate Guest 
A reading from the book Deuteronomy 
 

When you have come into the land that the Lord your God is giving you as an 
inheritance to possess, and you possess it, and settle in it, you shall take some 
of the first of all the fruit of the ground, which you harvest from the land that 
the Lord your God is giving you, and you shall put it in a basket and go to the 
place that the Lord your God will choose as a dwelling for his name. You shall 
go to the priest who is in office at that time, and say to him, ‘Today I declare to 
the Lord your God that I have come into the land that the Lord swore to our 
ancestors to give us.’ When the priest takes the basket from your hand and sets 
it down before the altar of the Lord your God, you shall make this response 
before the Lord your God: ‘A wandering Aramean was my ancestor; he went 
down into Egypt and lived there as an alien, few in number, and there he 
became a great nation, mighty and populous. When the Egyptians treated us 
harshly and afflicted us, by imposing hard labour on us, we cried to the Lord, 
the God of our ancestors; the Lord heard our voice and saw our affliction, our 
toil, and our oppression. The Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand 
and an outstretched arm, with a terrifying display of power, and with signs and 
wonders; and he brought us into this place and gave us this land, a land flowing 
with milk and honey. So now I bring the first of the fruit of the ground that you, 
O Lord, have given me.’ You shall set it down before the Lord your God and 
bow down before the Lord your God. Then you, together with the Levites and 
the aliens who reside among you, shall celebrate with all the bounty that the 
Lord your God has given to you and to your house. 
 

This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm 91:9-16 

Sung by the Choir 
 

9  For thou, Lord, art my hope :  
 thou hast set thine house of defence very high. 
10  There shall no evil happen unto thee :  
 neither shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling. 
11  For he shall give his angels charge over thee :  
 to keep thee in all thy ways. 
12  They shall bear thee in their hands :  
 that thou hurt not thy foot against a stone. 
13  Thou shalt go upon the lion and adder :  
 the young lion and the dragon shalt thou tread under thy feet. 
14  Because he hath set his love upon me, therefore will I deliver him :  
 I will set him up, because he hath known my Name. 



 

15  He shall call upon me, and I will hear him :  
 yea, I am with him in trouble; I will deliver him, and bring him to honour. 
16  With long life will I satisfy him : and shew him my salvation. 
 
 

Second Reading: Mark 1:9-15 
Read by Matthew Guest 

 

A reading from the Gospel according to Mark. 
 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in 
the Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens 
torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from 
heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’ And the 
Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He was in the wilderness 
forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels 
waited on him. Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming 
the good news of God, and saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of 
God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.’  
 

This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Sermon 
 

Canon Simon Butler  The mystery of good and evil 
 
 

We keep a few moments of silence after the sermon 
 

 
Anthem 

 

O Lord, give thy Holy Spirit  Thomas Tallis 
 

O Lord give thy Holy Spirit into our hearts, and lighten our understanding, 
that we may dwell in the fear of thy Name, all the days of our life: 
that we may know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast 
sent. 

 

 

  



 

Apostles’ Creed 
 

Let us declare our faith in God:  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Prayers 
 

Matthew Guest leads us in prayers of intercession. The response is: 
 

Lord in your mercy   

Hear our prayer 

 
At the end of the prayers, Matthew says:                                   
 

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come;  
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,  
for ever and ever.  Amen. 
  
 

Any news and notices are given at this point. 
 

 



 

Hymn 
 

1. From ashes to the living font 
your Church must journey, Lord. 
Baptised in grace, in grace renewed, 
by your most holy word. 
 

2. Through fasting, prayer, and charity, 
your voice speaks deep within, 
Returning us to ways of truth 
and turning us from sin. 
 

3. From desert to the mountaintop 
in Christ our way we see, 
so, tempered by temptation’s might, 
we might transfigured be. 
 

4. For thirsting hearts let waters flow, 
our fainting souls revive; 
And at the well your waters give – 
our everlasting life. 

5. From ashes to the living font 
your Church must journey still, 

Through cross and tomb to Easter joy, 
in Spirit-fire fulfilled. 

 

Concluding Prayer 
 

Lord God,  
you have taught that all we have comes from you:  
teach us also to be faithful stewards of our time,  
 our talents, and our possessions,  
that they may be generously and effectively used  
in the service of your Kingdom;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

Closing Music 
 

Prelude in A minor, BWV 543 by Johann Sebastian Bach 

 

Coffee time on Zoom at Noon:  

Meeting ID: 396 594 507 Code: 6JLUEP 

 

For Your Prayers 
 

The Sick and those in Need: Mary Paton, Lloyda Maxwell, Jeremy Edwards, Mrs 
Cheeseman, Father Archie, Anne Hull, Jean Hart, Lynn Day, Sarah Thomas. 
 
The Recently Departed and their Families: Marily Thompson, Roy Evans, Diane 
Wright, Sheila Wigdor, Mary Jenkins, Anthia Kelly, Rosemary Thomas, Charles 
Cullimore, John Hart, Brenda Long, Brian Baldwin, Wendy Mulholland 

  



 

This Week 
The Church is open for private prayer from 9.30am to 1pm each weekday 

The Parish Office is open 9.30am to 12.30pm Monday to Friday 
 

Aaron is attending an online Nuts & Bolts of Incumbency Course this Week.  
This is a requirement on him from the Bishop of Southwark. 

 

Monday 22nd February  Prayer During the Day at 12.30pm  
     Embracing Evangelism Course at 2.15pm 
     Online First Communion Class at 5pm 
Tuesday 23rd February  Holy Communion at 12.30pm 
     Junior Church Leaders meeting at 7.30pm 
     Embracing Evangelism Course at 7.15pm 
Wednesday 24th February Lectio Divina at 8.30am* 
     Battersea Deanery Synod Meets at 7.30pm 
Thursday 25th February  Simon and Aaron both taking their day off today 
     Prayer During the Day at 12.30pm 
Friday 26th February  The Funeral of the late Brenda Long at 1.00pm 
Saturday 27th February  Vigil Eucharist at 5.00pm 
 

Sunday 28th February  Holy Communion (Traditional Language) at 9.30am 
1st Sunday of Lent  This is an in-person and online service 
The Mystery of God’s Glory A Service of the Word with Small Choir at 11am 
     This is an online service, although the church will 
     be open if you want to quietly drop in 
     Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18; Psalm 27; Mark 8:31-end 
     Preacher: Reverend Aaron Kennedy 
 
*You can take part in the Wednesday Morning Lectio Divina on Zoom 
Meeting ID: 815 2706 3986; Password: 259290 
 
 
 

Interested in Climate Change or in Refugees? 

Battersea Deanery Synod invites you to an open meeting this 

Wednesday at 7.30pm to hear from Nichola Thomas, who has recently 

joined the Diocesan Team to work on issues of  justice, peace and 

creation. Zoom Login:  872 2623 4892 (Passcode: 551403). All 

welcome. 

  



 

This Week’s Notices 

Sunday Worship Pattern: Key leaders and coordinators are meeting this week to 
explore returning to our regular worship pattern on Sunday 7th March. We plan 
to give everyone a chance to gather online to ask any questions about that in 
the week commencing 1st March. Until then, the worship pattern will remain in 
its current ‘pandemic format’ for a week or two more, i.e. Eucharists at 5pm on 
Saturday at 9.30am on Sunday and a Service of  the Word at 11am (augmented 
by a small choir).  
 

Lent Booklets: Please take a free copy of  the #LiveLent Booklet: God’s Story, 

Our Story. This is a booklet of  daily readings and reflections in Lent, exploring 

the connection we have between our own stories and the greatest Story of  all 

time. These booklets will be available in church from next Sunday and there are 

enough copies for everyone at St Mary’s. 
 

Art Commission: We now have covered almost the entire cost of  the commission 

for Felicity Prazak’s Stations of  the Cross. If  you would like to donate something 

towards them still, please contact Simon (vicar@stmarysbattersea.org.uk) 
 

Interim Parish Manager: David Britten leaves his role as Church Manager at the 

end of  this week and there will be a chance to thank him publicly when we 

return to church. There are some decisions about church management and 

administration that lead the PCC to want to appoint a new Church Manager in 

slower time than David’s notice period will allow. The PCC has appointed Felicity 

Brindle as Interim Church Manager until Easter. 
 

Lent 1-2-1 Conversations: The clergy like to ensure that they have plenty of  

time to give to helping you with your spiritual growth in Lent. Please feel free to 

approach us directly for a one-to-one conversation about life, faith, doubt and 

how to grow in faith and discipleship. Additionally, Simon is currently always in 

church on a Wednesday morning from 10am to 12.30pm and you are welcome 

to turn up for a more informal chat over a coffee. 
 

Have You Joined St Mary’s in the Past Two Years? Is this your Spiritual Home? 

There’s no such thing as membership of  the Church of  England apart from 

saying that you’re a member! However, we do have a list of  ‘members’ called the 

Electoral Roll and this is the time of  the year we invite those who are not yet on 

it to put their names on the Roll, signifying that in some way you belong to St 

Mary’s. Electoral Roll Forms are available at the back of  church and on the 

website. Please also use a form if  you’ve changed contact details in the past 2 

years. 

 

 

 



 

 
Can you help us walk One Million Steps for KLS in just one week? 
Walking regularly is one of  the easiest ways to improve our mental health, as 
well as helping us stay active during lockdown.  Most of  us should be aiming to 
hit around 10,000 steps a day, but blame lockdown and the cold weather, many 
of  us are moving less than we were a year ago. Why not get out and about this 
spring, help us to walk 1 Million steps in a week and earn much needed funds 
for KLS?  Log your steps from anywhere in the world and join in the community 
effort to support KLS. 
 

Sign up at bit.ly/2NkVYVJ 
 

This is our first virtual fundraiser and a great opportunity bring our community 
together for a common goal. We launch at noon on 12th March – the final tally 
will be at noon on 19th March 2021 
 

Together let’s walk 1 Million steps – that’s 500 Miles – for KLS! 
Walk as many steps as you can manage, even just a few will make a huge 
difference. The average person walks around 100 steps in a minute. 5,000 
steps – which is about 2.5 miles – will take you about 45 minutes. 10,000 
steps – which is about 5 miles – will take you about an hour and a half. A 
million steps is equal to 500 miles! 
 

Who can take part? 
Everyone can take part from anywhere in the world so get your trainers on and 
walk for KLS. The clergy, along with the rest of  the Coronavirus Angels leaders, 
are all taking part. 
 

How to collect sponsorship? 
It would be amazing if  you could ask friends and family to sponsor your efforts. 
Simply visit our bit.ly/2NkVYVJ to find out how to join in.  You can set up a 
sponsorship page as an individual or a team, maybe your office or school would 
like to set their own team step goal, walk in fancy dress or carrying an egg on a 
spoon! 

https://bit.ly/2NkVYVJ
https://bit.ly/2NkVYVJ

