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Welcome to St Mary’s. Today we are celebrating love in all its extraordinary power 
and glory. Human love is perhaps the most profound gift that God has given to us, 
beyond the gift of Jesus Christ himself. St Valentine’s Day has become the feast of 
lovers, even though it has long disappeared from the Church calendar. Today, we 
recognise the gift of love in our lives, while remembering those who do not or 
have not experienced it, along with those who have known its corruption. 
 

The Church’s commemoration of Valentine has nothing to do with lovers! It 
originated with two separate people, both called Valentine. Valentine of Terni was 
a 3rd century bishop who was martyred at Rome in 273. Valentine of Rome was a 
priest who was also martyred for his faith in the mid 3rd century. It is likely that 
these two stories became confused over time, with the two martyrdoms becoming 
in effect one commemoration.  
 

The present-day custom of sending cards and flowers declaring love may owe its 
existence to John Donne who wrote a marriage song for Princess Elizabeth’s 
marriage to Frederick V, Elector Palatine on St Valentine’s Day in 1632. Donne’s 
marriage song merged the religious commemoration of Valentine with fertility 
symbolism. 
 

In this particularly heightened period of concern, we ask you to remain apart from 
others at all times and to leave the building with care and without engaging in 
conversation while in the building. The church will be closed 10 minutes after the 
conclusion of worship. 
 

Please do your best to maintain social distancing while in church.  
 

The Celebrant and Preacher this morning is Reverend Aaron Kennedy. 
 

Please come forward to receive Holy Communion row by row.  
 

Please return to your seats via the side aisles to enable social distancing. 
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Texts for Today’s Service 
 

Collect for St Valentine’s Day 
God of wonder and of joy: grace comes from thee, and thou alone are the source 

of life and love. Without thee, we cannot please thee; without thy love, our deeds 

are worth nothing. 

Send thy Holy Spirit, and pour into our hearts that most excellent gift of love, 

that we may worship thee now with thankful hearts and serve thee always with 

willing minds; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

First Reading: 1 Corinthians 13 

If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a 
noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 And if I have prophetic powers, and understand 
all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, 
but do not have love, I am nothing. 3 If I give away all my possessions, and if I 
hand over my body so that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing. 
4 Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant 5 or rude. 
It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice 
in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. 7 It bears all things, believes all things, 
hopes all things, endures all things. 
8 Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, 
they will cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end. 9 For we know only in 
part, and we prophesy only in part; 10 but when the complete comes, the partial 
will come to an end. 11 When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a 
child, I reasoned like a child; when I became an adult, I put an end to childish 
ways. 12 For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I 
know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known. 13 And 
now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love. 
 

 
Gospel Reading: John 15:1-8 

 

‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-grower. 2 He removes every branch in 
me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more 
fruit. 3 You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to 
you. 4 Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself 
unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine, 
you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because 
apart from me you can do nothing. 6 Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away 
like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and 
burned. 7 If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, 
and it will be done for you. 8 My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit 
and become my disciples. 
 

Coffee Time after the Service on Zoom: Meeting ID: 669 647 071; Code: 7XNPO4 
 



Giving to St Mary’s 
 

We have recently launched our online giving facility at St Mary’s via Give a Little. 

This means that you can now give in a number of ways. 

 

Online via this link or the QR code below: https://bit.ly/SMBRegular2021 

 
 

Via the Contactless Giving Machine available at the back of the church. 
 

Via the Yellow Gift Aid Envelope in the order of service or available at the back of 

the church. Please complete all the details on the front of the envelope. 
 

Via the Cash Collection during the service. 

 

You can also set up a Standing Order. Our bank details are: Battersea Parish 

Church PCC, Sort Code 502101, Account Number: 82127468 
 

 

 
 

https://bit.ly/SMBRegular2021


For Your Prayers 
 

The Sick and those in Need: Mary Paton, Lloyda Maxwell, Jeremy Edwards, Andy 
Sherwood, Father Archie, Charles Cullimore & Family 
 
The Recently Departed and their Families: Lawrence Fashesin, Ken Mitchell, Marily 
Thompson, Roy Evans, Diane Wright, Sheila Wigdor, Mary Jenkins, Anthea Kelly, 
Captain Tom Moore 

 

This Week 
The Church is open for private prayer from 9.30am to 1pm each weekday 

The Parish Office is open 9.30am to 12.30pm Monday to Friday 
 

Monday 15th February  Staff Meeting at 9.15am 
     Prayer During the Day at 12.30pm  
Tuesday 16th February  Holy Communion at 12.30pm 
     Fabric Working Group meets at 7.30pm 
Wednesday 17th February Ash Wednesday – the Beginning of Lent 
The Mystery of Life & Death Lectio Divina at 8.30am* 
     Ash Wednesday Eucharist at 10am 
     Ash Wednesday Liturgy (with Choir) at 7.30pm 
Thursday 18th February  Prayer During the Day at 12.30pm 
Saturday 20th February  Vigil Eucharist at 5.00pm 
 

Sunday 21st February  Holy Communion (Traditional Language) at 9.30am 
1st Sunday of Lent  This is an in-person and online service 
     A Service of the Word with Small Choir at 11.00am 
     This is an online service, although the church we be 
     open if you want to quietly drop in 
The Mystery of Good & Evil Deuteronomy 26:1-11; Psalm 91:9-16; Mark 1:9-15 
     Preacher: Canon Simon Butler 
 
*You can take part in the Wednesday Morning Lectio Divina on Zoom 
Meeting ID: 815 2706 3986; Password: 259290 
 

 

Worship Pattern: We have decided to exercise a higher degree of  caution before 

returning to our regular worship pattern for a few weeks more and so the worship 

pattern will remain in its current ‘pandemic format’ for a little longer, i.e. a Vigil 

Eucharist at 5pm on Saturday, a Book of  Common Prayer Eucharist at 9.30am and 

a Service of  the Word at 11am (augmented by a small choir), together with a suite 

of  weekday services. 
 

Ash Wednesday: There will be two services on Wednesday – at 10am and 7.30pm. 

Both are available online as well as being open for you to join us in church and 

both will include the opportunity to receive the imposition of  ashes. 



 



Lent 2021 – Tell: We’ve taken the decision to focus our journey through Lent 

online this year. This year’s Lent Theme – Tell – picks up the first of  the Five Marks 

of  Mission in our Mission Action Plan: we tell the Good News of  Jesus Christ. 

There are three ways you can join in this exploration of  Evangelism, a subject that 

many Anglicans feel a little anxious about, but is part of  our calling to tell the 

Good News. You can choose to do one, or all three, depending on your appetite! 

• The first is to read our Lent Book Living His Story by Hannah Steele. You will 

need to purchase your own copy now as the order has been placed by the 

Parish Office. Available in paperback and as a digital download 

• The second is to take part in a six-session online course Embracing 
Evangelism produced by our fellow-Anglicans at Virginia Theological 

Seminary in the United States. You can watch the videos in your own time or 

join in watching them with others via Zoom at two weekly sessions, one 

daytime, one evening. See above for details. 

• The third is to take a free copy of  the #LiveLent Booklet: God’s Story, Our 

Story. This is a booklet of  daily readings and reflections in Lent, exploring 

the connection we have between our own stories and the greatest Story of  

all time. These booklets will be available in church from next Sunday and 

there are enough copies for everyone at St Mary’s. 
 

Art Commission: Felicity Prazak, a member of  St Mary’s and local artist, has begun 

painting her commission of  15 Stations of  the Cross - a series of  devotional 

paintings to be sited on a semi- permanent basis in the Gallery of  the Church and 

on the South Staircase. Just three remain to be at a cost of  £150 each. Please 

email Simon at vicar@stmarysbattersea.org.uk if  you would be interested in 

sponsoring part of  this commission. Examples of  Felicity’s work are on display in 

the church. Simon will be in touch to ask for payment soon. 
 

Interim Parish Manager: David Britten leaves his role as Church Manager in two 

weeks time and there will be a chance to thank him publicly before too long. There 

are some decision about church management and administration that lead the PCC 

to want to appoint a new Church Manager in slower time than David’s notice 

period will allow. The PCC has appointed Felicity Brindle as Interim Church 

Manager until Easter. 
 

Keeping in Touch with St Mary’s 
 

Simon Butler, Vicar: vicar@stmarysbattersea.org.uk 
Aaron Kennedy, Associate Vicar: aaron@stmarysattersea.org.uk 
David Britten, Parish Manager: david@stmarysbattersea.org.uk 

 
Receive St Mary’s e-newsletter in your inbox every week. 

Subscribe at stmarysbattersea.org.uk/newsletters 
 

mailto:vicar@stmarysbattersea.org.uk
mailto:david@stmarysbattersea.org.uk


 
 

Lent 1-2-1 Conversations 

 

The clergy like to ensure that they have plenty of  time to give to helping you with 

your spiritual growth in Lent. Please feel free to approach us directly for a one-to-

one conversation about life, faith, doubt and how to grow in faith and discipleship. 

Additionally, Simon is currently always in church on a Wednesday morning from 

10am to 12.30pm and you are welcome to turn up for a more informal chat over a 

coffee.  



 


