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St. Mary’s Church, Battersea
17th January 2021

Welcome to St Mary’s Weekly Newsletter. While we remain heavily

constrained by the necessity of lockdown, the good news is that

members of our church are beginning to receive their first vaccines.

While the rest of us await our turn, the slog of the current restrictions

remain in place. The church is open for public worship on Sundays at

9.30am and during the week, although we strongly advise the most

vulnerable to join us virtually, or to make use of the various resources

available to help you worship from home.

What’s On This Sunday The Second Sunday of Epiphany
Saturday

5.00pm Vigil Eucharist: A Psalm of Personal Lament: Psalm 13

Preacher: Canon Simon Butler (In Church & Online)

Sunday

9.30am Holy Communion (Traditional Language)

A Psalm of Personal Lament: Psalm 13

Preacher: Canon Simon Butler

This service is open for those who wish to come to church. Please

follow the strict instructions at the door to keep us safe.

You can watch the service here
11am A Service of the Word (Online Only: Here)

A Psalm of Personal Lament: Psalm 13

Preacher: Canon Simon Butler

Next Sunday: The Third Sunday of Epiphany
Saturday

5.00pm Vigil Eucharist: A Psalm of Community Thanksgiving: Psalm 66

Preacher: Canon Simon Butler (In Church & Online)

Sunday

9.30am Holy Communion (Traditional Language) (In Church & Online Here)

A Psalm of Community Thanksgiving: Psalm 66

Preacher: Canon Simon Butler

11am A Service of the Word (Online Only: Here)

A Psalm of Community Thanksgiving: Psalm 66

Preacher: Canon Simon Butler

https://www.facebook.com/stmarysbattersea
https://www.facebook.com/stmarysbattersea
https://www.facebook.com/stmarysbattersea
https://www.facebook.com/stmarysbattersea
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Our Lockdown ‘Retreat’ and Journey with God

This Week: Psalms of Orientation

Monday 18th January Holy Communion at 12.30pm

A Psalm of Personal Lament: Psalm 86

Tuesday 19th January Prayer During the Day at 12.30pm

A Psalm of Corporate Lament: Psalm 79

Wednesday 20th January Lectio Divina at 8.30am*

Prayer During the Day at 12.30pm

The Hardest Psalm: Psalm 88

An Hour with the Vicar at 7.30pm†

Thursday 21st January An Hour with the Vicar at 11am‡

Holy Communion at 6pm

The Cruellest Psalm: Psalm 109

Friday 22nd January Prayer During the Day at 12.30pm

A Psalm of Confession: Psalm 51

Saturday 23rd January Vigil Eucharist at 5.00pm

A Psalm of Community Thanksgiving: Psalm 66

Sunday 24th January Holy Communion at 9.30am (Trad. Language)

A Psalm of Community Thanksgiving: Psalm 66

A Service of the Word (Online Only)

A Psalm of Community Thanksgiving: Psalm 66

*You can take part in the Wednesday Morning Lectio Divina on Zoom (Click)

Meeting ID: 815 2706 3986; Password: 259290

† You can join in the Wednesday Evening Hour with the Vicar on Zoom (Click)

Meeting ID: 818 8322 2285; Passcode: 434974

‡ You can join the Thursday Morning Hour with the Vicar on Zoom (Click)

Meeting ID: 851 2537 3843; Passcode: 598232

A small group continue to say Morning Prayer together on Zoom at 7.30am 

and welcome others to join them. Contact: jenny.scott.thompson@gmail.com

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81527063986?pwd=anZJVi9hNTRWUWZ5NDJTTUUvb2d6dz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81883222285?pwd=aDQ0dkZwVm4zdTU0Qmp1M3lrSlJyQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85125373843?pwd=K0wxelBEU3lvaXExeUZqL3N6V3Y2dz09
mailto:jenny.scott.thompson@gmail.com
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Our Lockdown ‘Retreat’ and Journey with God

Simon and the Church Wardens have agreed to try and balance between 
encouraging people to stay at home as we should and giving those who wish 
or who need to worship with others opportunities to gather during lockdown.

From Sunday therefore, we will offer a significantly larger number of acts of 
worship, to last until the end of the month. The intention is to give shape to our 
lockdown experience by offering opportunities for prayer, worship, bible study, 
fellowship and reflection with others. Think of it as a lockdown ‘retreat’ when 
you can dip in and out – in person, online, or a mixture of both. 

Please remember: this is not aimed at encouraging you to come to church more
but to enable us to worship more safely with fewer people in church at any 
time. In any case all services will be available online, and our main Sunday 
11am time will be online only, to reduce the risk of large groups of people 
mixing. As well as the weekday services below, there will be three services over 
the Saturday & Sunday period, which will include the same sermon. There is 
also an evening Communion Service at 6pm on Thursdays to catch those who 
have been working all day.

The theme of our Lockdown ‘Retreat’ beginning on Monday will be The 

Message of the Psalms, which will enable us to explore the all-too-real 
experiences of the writers of the psalms. The first week will be focused on 
psalms of ‘Orientation’ where the psalmist feels at peace with God and 
themselves; the second week will focus on psalms of ‘Disorientation’, where the 
experiences are hard, full of doubt and struggle and where God seems distant 
or absent; and the third week will focus on psalms of ‘Reorientation’, where the 
psalmist has moved through some experience of ‘disorientation’ to a new reality 
and experience.

On Wednesday evening and Thursday morning, to accompany these acts of 
worship, there will be opportunities to spend an hour with Simon and other 
church members on Zoom (if you can bear it!), sharing and listening to our 
different journeys. Simon will offer some reflections using the psalms and 
poetry.

Finally, on Wednesday mornings, Simon will be available in church from 9.30am 
to 12.30pm for anyone who wants a chat – about nothing or something 
important or significant, whatever suits you! Just turn up: the Coffee Cart will 
have returned by then.
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But to do this we need to cultivate a culture of listening, not promoting an agenda. This means 
getting to know our neighbours in one-to-one conversations. Building genuine relationships of 
mutual encounter, not instrumentalising each other for a campaign.

Steve: And our national institutions. Do they need to change as well?

Jenny: Yes. Our institutions need to be formed and judged on the basis of covenant rather than 
on contract or economics. They need to be durable and faithful across generations. Historically, 
we can see that in their origin and intention, trusts and endowments, the common law, 
Parliament and our liberties do in fact come from this covenantal understanding. We need to 
rediscover this.

Steve: This is beginning to feel like a profound and radical change.

Jenny: It is. And subversive in the best sense. We need to become ‘difficult to manage’. Our 
relationships will strengthen us against being instrumentalised by the market and by the state. 
Relational power is an insurgency against money power and state power.

Steve: An insurgency – that’s quite something.

Jenny: Yes, but there is of course a risk that ‘covenant’ will become just another government 
buzzword and the latest casualty in the stream of meaningless words. This has happened many 
times before but it shouldn’t put us off.

We should use the language with care, and only use it when what we are actually doing reflects 
the truth of its meaning. Certainly not to chase after the latest government funding. This is a 
matter of conscience.

Steve: Thank you Jenny, this has been a very rich conversation, and one which I am sure we will 
take forward in the Better Way network.

This first appeared via A Better Way in November 2020.

A Better Way is a national network of over 500 leaders from the voluntary, public and private sectors 
wanting to improve services and strengthen communities. It meets regularly around specific topics in 
cell groups bringing people together from across the country. A Better Way is open to faith-based 
leaders joining the network. T4CG would encourage you to engage. A list of founding members can 
be found here.Take a look at their founding principles.

https://www.betterway.network/who-we-are
https://www.betterway.network/members
https://www.betterway.network/our-vision
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For Your Prayers

The sick and those in need: Mary

Paton, Lloyda & Hubert Maxwell,

Jeremy Edwards, Mrs Cheeseman

The recently departed and their

families: Jean Wilson, David

Fairbairn, Hubert Chesshyre,

Lawrence Fashesin, Ken Mitchell

First Communion Classes: We 

hope to begin these classes 

for children aged 7 or above 

later this month, leading to 

admission to Holy 

Communion at Easter. If your 

child would be interested in 

being admitted, and you 

would be supportive of that, 

please let Simon know soon.

Regenerate, the Charity which 

works with disadvantaged 

young people, has returned 

to St Mary’s Churchyard with 

their orange coffee cart, 

serving hot drinks and light 

refreshments. 

Aaron will be taking two weeks’ 
paternity leave shortly. Please keep 
in touch with him to wish him and 
Grace well, but he won’t be 
available for ministerial work from 
roughly 20th January – depending on 
the stork! 

Sunday Coffee Times
Feel free gather on Zoom using these links after our services this weekend:

10.15am: Click Here (Password: 7XNPO4)

12.15pm: Click Here (Password: 6JLUEP)

Lent Book & Course 2021

As part of St Mary’s Mission Action Plan for 2020-25, we remember we are 

sent to tell the good news of Jesus Christ. Our Lent Book and Course this year 

will give us the opportunity to explore the call to evangelise and bear witness 

using Archbishop Justin’s Lent Book for 2021, Living His Story, by Hannah 

Steele. We will happily order copies for anyone who wants one, at £8.99 a 

copy. If you are able to pay £10 for your, we can get a few copies for those 

for whom £9 would be a stretch. 

Email office@stmarysbattersea.org.uk to order.

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/669647071?pwd=WStsZTNqR09CN1ZHbnRPbFdVeHp1Zz09
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/396594507?pwd=SmpTYUl5NGxiYW1wVDRyUzhqZlplZz09
mailto:office@stmarysbattersea.org.uk
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CAN COVENANT MAKE SOCIETY MORE COLLABORATIVE?

Here we share a discussion between Jenny Sinclair of Together for the Common Good and Steve 
Wyler co-founder of A Better Way about whether the concept of covenant could help us achieve a 
collaborative society. A Better Way is an independent group of leaders from the voluntary, public and 
private sectors who want to improve services and strengthen communities. Steve and A Better Way 
are non religious while T4CG works across the churches and Jenny is a practising Catholic. Despite 
this difference there is mutual respect and common interest.

Steve: Let’s start off by understanding what we are up against. What do you see as the underlying 
difficulties we face, across society?

Jenny: Put simply, we have allowed a contract culture to infect our way of living. The story of the 
modern West is about a society built around transactional exchanges, managed by contract, 
determined by globalized economics. 

The results are increasingly clear – the evisceration of civic life, the thinning out of local forms of 
a common life that would enable communities to work out their challenges with one another, and 
social isolation, even between people who live in the same neighbourhood.

Under a contract culture, inequality has grown, people have become atomised, made into 
consumers, service providers and service recipients. Contract is an expression of an individualistic 
society, it is based on mistrust of others, and this has allowed the dominance of human beings by 
money power and state power. Relationships between us have been weakened. This is why we 
see nihilistic symptoms like rising loneliness, depression, suicide and so on.

This is a modern phenomenon, a direct result of neoliberalism. It is accelerating under Covid -19. 
It is not the way we are designed to live. It doesn’t have to be this way. It is a failed story and we 
can replace it with a new story.

Steve: So what is the new story?

Jenny: The foundations for the new story can be found in a deep and ancient concept which has 
informed and nourished ideas about society for centuries: the concept of a ‘covenant’.

Steve: Can you explain for me what you mean by a covenant?

Jenny: A covenant is a reciprocal relationship between people. And critically, a relationship which 
is based on trust, not on financial transaction or legal instruments, one which is durable and 
lasting, unlike a contract which is time-limited.

A covenant is based on the recognition that we are social beings and that social beings thrive in 
relationships. And that good relationships require our individual uniqueness and our freely given 
agency.

Covenant is a verb as well as a noun – in a marriage we covenant ourselves to each other. We can 
understand how covenant works when we think of a healthy family in which people of different 
generations are covenanted to each other, belonging to each other without limit of time and 
within unconditional love.

https://www.betterway.network/
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The etymology of covenant is connected with the idea of oath in Latin – sacramentum – or 
promise. A covenant can be broken when we fail in our obligations to each other. As human 
beings we have a tendency to break our promises, to let each other down. We fail repeatedly, 
that’s what we’re like. Therefore covenant also requires forgiveness and redemption, constantly 
allowing a path back.

Steve: These are powerful ideas. They certainly resonate with many aspects of Better Way 
thinking. After all, one of our principles is that ‘relationships are better than transactions’. And we 
say that ‘deep value is generated through relationships between people and the commitments 
people make to each other’.

But I am struggling a little with the term ‘covenant’. Isn’t this a religious term, and doesn’t it imply 
the presence of a God, for a covenant to be meaningful?

Jenny: No, I don’t think so. The term does come from ancient scripture, which by the way is 
packed with stories of how people overcame adversity. But understanding the meaning of the 
concept does not require religious belief. There is a wisdom here that is free for all to draw on.
Most people can accept that it is a reality of existence that there is something bigger than oneself 
as an atomised individual. Whether or not they believe in God, they can experience a sense of 
humility and interdependence that comes from the recognition of our relationship with nature 
and with each other as fellow human beings.

So this is a concept that can be meaningful across faith and secular interests. And it’s a rich 
concept. The more you engage, the richer it gets.

Steve: So, I think you are saying that we need to move from a contract paradigm to a covenant 
paradigm. How do we make that happen?

Jenny: We need to build a new narrative. Our language is dominated by contractual thinking, 
both as applied to the market ( ‘products’, ‘clients’, ‘competition’, ‘capital’, etc.) and the state ( 
‘services’, ‘users’, ‘problems’, ‘planning’). The language of covenant is very different (‘trust’, 
‘neighbour’, ‘vocation’, ‘belonging’, ‘dignity’, for example)

Steve: I can see that language is important, and that we need to become more aware of the 
implications of the language we use, and how it can reinforce a prevailing way of seeing the 
world, if we want to change the paradigm. But what other types of action are needed?

Jenny: Covenant implies a commitment to place. By covenanting with neighbours and local 
institutions where we live we can start to generate a renewed civic life. We can recognise that 
each local institution (clubs, associations, charities, and other local bodies) has a unique civic role 
alongside others. Everyone has a part to play here.

Steve: What about at a wider systems level?

Jenny: The wider task is to build a common good between different interests and groups in 
society (e.g. unions and business, faith and secular, old and young). And this includes working 
across political divides, building alliances across class, across race.



Giving To St Mary’s

We invite and encourage everyone who considers St 
Mary’s their spiritual home to make a financial 

contribution to our work. 

The best way of doing this is through setting up a 
Standing Order, so that your giving doesn’t depend upon 

how often you are able to get to church.

To do this, just use these details

Account Name: Battersea Parish Church PCC                  
Sort Code: 502101                                                       

Account Number: 82127468

To Gift Aid your Standing Order or one-off donation, 
please contact the Parish Office

You can now also give using this QR code                 
(please indicate if you are able to Gift Aid)

Contacts

St. Mary's Church
The Parish Office, St. Mary's Crypt Battersea 
Church Road London, SW11 3NA
Open Monday to Friday 9.30am to 12.30pm
Tel 020 7228 9648

office@stmarysbattersea.org.uk

Canon Simon Butler
Vicar (Day Off: Thursday Evening/Friday)
vicar@stmarysbattersea.org.uk
07941 552407

Reverend Aaron Kennedy
Associate Vicar for Community Development & 
Mission (Day Off: Friday)
aaron@stmarysbattersea.org.uk
07815 180273

The clergy are always ready to visit, or to offer 
confidential pastoral care. Please contact them 
directly. If you hear that a member of the parish 
is unwell or needs a visit or a call from one of the 
clergy, please let the clergy know. They may not 
have heard and are grateful to be kept informed.

mailto:office@stmarysbattersea.org.uk
mailto:vicar@stmarysbattersea.org.uk
mailto:aaron@stmarysbattersea.org.uk

